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Household Furniture and Interior Decoration

Our autumn kaleidoscope consciously highlights furniture and furnishings for the domestic 
interior, but with apologies to Thomas Hope, who had something far grander in mind when he 
published his own Household Furniture and Interior Decoration in 1807. The thinking behind the 
present selection might perhaps more accurately reflect William Morris’s famous dictum: ‘Have 
nothing in your house that you do not know to be useful, or believe to be beautiful’.

2020 has wrought many changes in our lives, and we have inevitably spent more time with our 
houses. Even traditional summer travel has been put on hold for many. But months of enforced 
and not always unwelcome stillness have enabled us, more than ever, to appreciate our fami-
lies, friends and homes. Meanwhile, how many pictures have been rehung, tables and chairs 
upgraded, and shelves switched round to fit in some new object? And surely there are still spaces 
to fill… 

With no fairs in London or New York this autumn, the present catalogue hopes to raise the  
curtain on the kind of pieces that might have appeared on our stand at PAD in Berkeley Square 
this October. All the furniture and works of art in this online catalogue can reasonably be 
described as useful, practical, comfortable and, I trust, well designed and well made. This is a 
group chosen to please the eye and to enhance the home.

Connoisseurs of our past catalogues will immediately notice that the present descriptions have 
been kept brief and to the point. Further information can, in many instances, be found on our 
website and is always available on request. And, of course, prices are available too…

For those of you who live in London or are able to visit, we look forward to the opportunity of 
welcoming you to our rooms at Queen Anne’s Gate.

Martin P. Levy
London, September 2020 

The front, ground-floor room at Queen Anne’s Gate, around 1920
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The front, ground-floor room at Queen Anne’s Gate, 2020
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TABLE
Designed by Charles Edward Horton
Manufactured by James Lamb (firm active 1843–98)
English (Manchester), around 1887 
Mahogany
66 × 49 cm (diameter) / 26 × 19¼ in (diameter)
The same model exhibited Manchester Exhibition, 1887 
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BErGErE
Manufactured by Gillow (circa 1730–1897)
English (probably Lancaster), around 1873
Oak, with brass-supported ceramic castors; the upholstery of later date
82 × 76 × 60 cm / 32¼ × 30 × 23½ in
Made for the Midland Grand Hotel, London, completed in 1873
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LAnTErn
Design attributed to Arthur Dixon (1856–1929)
Manufactured by the Birmingham Guild of Handicraft
(various partnerships 1890–1950)
English (Birmingham), around 1900
Brass and glass 
28 × 16 (maximum) cm / 11 × 6¼ (maximum) in
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SETTLE
Design attributed to Walter Cave (1863–1939)
English, around 1900
Oak with rush seats
91 × 123 × 46 cm / 35¾ × 40½ × 18 in
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Fireplace furnishings and a table (p. 12) by W.A.S. Benson; with a Voysey-designed carpet (p. 35) and a 
Walter Cave settle (p. 9)
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Interior at 39, Montagu Square, London designed by Benson, for his own use
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TABLE
Designed and manufactured by W.A.S. Benson (1854–1924)
English (London), around 1900
Copper and brass, with iron support under top 
69 × 48 cm (diameter) / 27 × 19 in (diameter)
The central hole would have been for a standard lamp fitting
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PAIr OF ArMCHAIrS
English, mid-1870s
Ebonised mahogany with various inlays, including ivory, and brass feet; the leather upholstery of 
later date, based on fragments of the original
79 × 62 (maximum) × 49 cm / 31 × 25½ (maximum) × 19¼ in 
Made for Walter Morrison (1836–1921), Malham Tarn, Yorkshire
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CAnTErBUrY
Designed and manufactured by Gordon Russell (1892–1980)
English (Broadway), around 1930
Walnut
63 × 45.5 × 28.2 cm / 24¾ × 18 × 11 in



18



19

The first half-landing at Queen Anne’s Gate. In front of the settee is an oak Arts & Crafts low table with a 
tray by W.A.S. Benson; the canterbury is by Gordon russell (p. 17) and the mirror is by Judith Hughes
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BOOKCASE
Oak with glazed doors and brass drawer pulls
English, around 1890
203 × 140 × 50 cm / 80 × 55 × 19½ in
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Ebonised armchair made around 1875, beside a rosewood table manufactured by Howard and Sons, with a 
lamp by W.A.S. Benson. The textile draped over the banister is part of a large group of Campion designed 
by William Morris
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CHEST OF DrAWErS
Designed and manufactured by Peter Waals (1870–1937)
English (Chalford), 1920s
Cedar and ebony
122.5 × 55.5 × 39.5 cm / 48 × 21¾ × 15½ in
Made for Claud and Margaret Biddulph, Rodmarton, Gloucestershire
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Pair of gothic-revival candlesticks on a table designed by Philip Webb (p. 27), standing on a Voysey-designed 
carpet (p. 35), with a Voysey textile design on the wall
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TABLE
Designed by Philip Webb (1831–1915)
Manufactured by Morris & Co. (1861–1940)
Oak, with brass castors
English (London), 1870s
74 × 185 × 89 cm / 29 × 72¾ × 30 in
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SIDEBOArD
Designed and manufactured by Peter Waals (1870–1937) 
English (Chalford), 1930
Oak and ebony
139 × 166 × 56 cm / 54¾ × 65⅜ × 22 in
Made for Christina and David Latto
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WrITInG TABLE
Designed by Charles Bevan (fl. circa 1860–circa 1882)
Manufactured by Marsh & Jones (partnership 1864–70) 
English (Leeds), around 1865
Birdseye maple, with inlaid decoration in various woods and original leather top
70 × 107 × 55.5 cm / 27½ × 42 × 21¾ in
From the collection of the late Lord McAlpine of West Green
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‘DInInG-rOOM SIDE-TABLE’
Designed by B.J. Talbert (1838–81) 
Manufactured by Holland & Sons (1843–1942)
English (London), around 1868
Oak, inlaid with various woods
108.4 × 106.7 × 55.5 cm / 42½ × 42 × 21¾ in
From the collection of the late Donald Cooper 
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KIDnEY-SHAPED WrITInG TABLE
English, around 1850
Walnut, with lacquered-metal mounts and brass castors; the leather top of later date
78 × 123 × 60 (maximum) cm / 30¾ × 48½ × 23½ (maximum) in
From the collection of the late George and Wendy Levy
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CArPET
Designed by C.F.A. Voysey (1857–1941)
Manufactured by Alexander Morton & Co. (1844–1923)
Irish (Donegal), 1901–08
Hand-knotted on woollen warp
393.7 × 157.5 cm / 155 × 62 in
From the collection of the late Ryan Brant
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Oak dresser designed by W.A.S. Benson and manufactured by Morris & Co.
From the collection of the Asherson family
The 53-piece ‘Service Rousseau’ designed by Félix Bracquemond (1833–1914) for Eugène rousseau 
(1827–90) and manufactured by Creil et Montereau. French (Paris), 1866–75
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LAnTErn
Designed and manufactured by the General Electric Company (1889–1999)
English (London), around 1910
Silvered metal and faceted glass
47 × 21 cm (approximate diameter) / 18½ × 8¼ in (approximate diameter)
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‘LEMOn TrEE’  MIrrOr
The manufacture attributed to the Keswick School of Industrial Art
(active 1894–1984)
English, around 1900
Patinated copper, with mirror glass
57 × 71 cm / 22½ × 28 in
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The largest room on the top floor at Queen Anne’s Gate. Table designed by Charles Bevan and manufactured 
by Marsh & Jones; a pair of chairs (one showing) designed by robert Edis and manufactured by Gillow; the 
bust of George V by Bertram Mackennal
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Patinated copper box by John Pearson, on an oak coffer made by Peter Waals for the Goddard family
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Walnut what-not, perhaps designed by Philip Webb, with a clock by W.A.S. Benson and a brush pot designed 
by Dr Christopher Dresser
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DInInG TABLE
After a design by Charles Lock Eastlake (1836–1906)
English, 1870s 
Oak, with brass rings
74 × 106 × 130 cm (closed) and 178 cm (extended) / 29 × 41¾ × 51 (closed) and 70 in (extended)
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GATE-LEG TABLE
Designed by George Walton (1867–1933)
Manufactured by J.S. Henry
English (London), around 1900
Mahogany
69.2 × 83.8 × 82.5 cm (open) / 24½ × 33 × 32½ in (open)
From the collection of the late Saretta Barnet
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TABLE
After a design by Ernest Gimson (1864–1919)
Manufactured in the workshop of Peter Waals (1870–1937)
English (Chalford), dated August 1939
Walnut
78.75 × 137.2 × 137.2 cm / 31 × 54 × 54 in
Made for Leo van der Waals, and subsequently in the collection of the late Sir George Trevelyan
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‘THEBES’  STOOL
Manufactured for Liberty & Co. (1875-present)
English (probably High Wycombe), after 1884
Mahogany; the leather of later date
34 × 44 × 44 cm / 13½ × 17 × 17 in
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Looking out on Queen Anne’s Gate: the perfect view?



A view of one of the showroom shelves


